BY ANDREA BENTSCHNEIDER

EVEN TODAY, THE VALUE of
passenger departure lists from
Hamburg, Germany, is boundless.
For many family historians,

they may be the only source in
which the origin of German or
Eastern European ancestors can be
determined. And of all emigration
record collections worldwide, this is
the only one that survived the last
150 years almost completely intact.

For a period of almost 85 years,
from 1850-1934, the Hamburg pas-
senger departure lists documented
the destiny of some 5 to 6 million
people who left Europe from the
port of Hamburg for far-away des-
tinations such as North and South
America, Australia, Africa, and even
Asia. The majority of these passen-
gers left their homes searching for
religious and political freedom or job
opportunities and wealth. In later
years they were joined by business
travelers. Around 1900, they were
accompanied by the first tourists on
cruises.

The Hamburg departure lists con-
tain personal data about each pas-
senger—you get first and last name,
age, occupation, and the hometown
or last place of residence and state.
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In the early years, there is less infor-
mation; for later years the records
are more detailed.

In 1855, record keepers added a
name index to the passenger lists.
The index isi't perfect. Its roughly
sorted chronologically and by the
first letter of the passenger’ last
name. However, the index is an
invaluable tool to access the passen-
ger lists when you do not know the
exact date of departure or name of
the vessel on which your ancestors
sailed. Plus, it serves as an homage
to popular culture—sifting through
the records you'll find names includ-
ing piano maker Steinway, hair
dresser Max Factor, journalist Joseph
Pulitzer, and beer brewer Adolph
Coors.

To see records from a spe-
cific geographic area available at
Ancestry.com, select the Search tab
and browse by location.

Editor’s note: Don't let a foreign
language scare you. While Hamburg
passenger lists are written in German,
a number of details you'll be searching
have been translated into English on
Ancestry.com.




